Excursion and practical fieldwork to Thailand and Myanmar
11.-24.9.2017 (14 days)

Topics
Urban and Regional Development in Peripheraland Mountain Areas ofSoutheastAsia:
EconomicCorridor Development fromKhonKaento Mae SotandMyawaddytoBago

Aims

The courseaims at deepeningtheknowledgeandunderstandingthe urban and regional
development in peripheralandmountainareasofSoutheastAsia, in
particulartheemerging so-called East West Corridorof Myanmar and Thailand.
Overarchingconceptsandapproachesof regional andcorridordevelopment will be dealt
withandtheGreater Mekong Subregion plans will beexplained. In moredetails,
theagricultural, industrial, service-, trade-andtourism-relatedcurrent urban and
regional developments will beinvestigated. Moreover,
withintheemergingandnewinterconnectivityofSoutheastasia, thegrowingtransportation,
exchange, trade, migrationandsocialconnections will be dealt with. Finally,
thepotentialsofgrowingborderconnections will beinvestigated, a SWOT analysisfor an
indepthevaluation will beaddedandrecommendations will begiven.

Fromthemethologicalpointofview, quantitative and qualitative methodsofresearch will
beapplied, mappingand GPS-basedroutinganddocumentationaswellas PUA methods
will beintroduced. In ordertoenhancetheparticipant'scapacity in
teachingandleadership, eachparticipant will bequalified in
leadingpartsoftheexcursionandfieldwork. The set-upof a jointliteratureanddatabank
will supportfutureindependentteachingof all participants. The participants will
jointtywithotherscontributeto a comprehensivedailyreport, will develop a posterand will
- contributetothefinalreportanddocumentation.

To summarise: The course will enhance the qualification of all participants in respect
to widening the urban and region-based comprehensive and application-oriented
knowledge about Northeast Thailand and Southeast Myanmar and will qualify all
participants with further and deeper knowledge and experience in Higher Education.
Furthermore, the participants will gain expertise in preparing and conducting
fieldwork, modern teaching methodology and leadership skills.

Research Background

Southeast Asia is growingly connecting. Cross-border connections allow for an
intensified exchange of goods, people and knowledge. Among the most important
corridors is the East-West-Corridor from Vietnam via Laos and Thailand to Myanmar,
which will in the future further be connected to South Asia. The excursion will focus on
the development corridor from Thailand te Myanmar, i.e. from KhonKaen via
Phitsanulok and Sukhtothai to Myawaddy and Hpa-an to Bago. It will deal with the
research question how regional and urban development in peripheral and mountain
areas in times of regional and urban transformation and connectivity can be connected
to the new corridor.

Methodologicat skills will comprise: mapping, interview technigues, rapid urban
appraisal, structured participatory observation, multi-level interpretation of data and
trianguiation.



Participants must have an adequate command of the English language. it is
compulsory for the participants to give presentations and papers and to comply with
assigned readings. Participation in the connected seminar is compulsory; this will take
place partly as bloc seminar before the excursion at the end of the summer term, partly
during the excursion.

Student contributions: a) presentation and written homework within the seminar, b)
active fieldwork, presentation of a region-based topic and reports in joint group work
during the excursion, c) poster and report on findings.

Envisagedprogram(noguarantee, canbesubjecttochange)

Date Route Overnight stay | Topics

11.09.2017 | Travel/arrival in KhonKaen KhankKaen Welcome, introduction

12.09.2017 | KhonKaen KhonKaen Urban development, market
connections

13.09.2017 | KhonKaen KhonKaen Urban tourism potential

14.00.2017 | KhonKaen — Phitsanulok Phitsanulok Regional development in the
East West corridor, mountain

nature reserve/protection

15.09.2017 | Phitsanufok — Sukhothai Sukhothai Regional city development,
transport junction

16.09.2017 | Sukhothai Sukhothai Urban and regional heritage
and tourism

17.09.2017 | Suhkothai — Tak — Mae Sot | Mae Sot Border and mountain regions
development

18.09.2017 | Mae Sot — Myawaddy Myawaddy Border town development

(evening)
19.08.2017 | Myawaddy Myawaddy Border town development
20.09.2017 | Myawaddy — Hpa-an Hpa-an Regional agriculture and
nature preservation
21.09.2017 | Hpa-an Hpa-an Regional town trade, tourism
22.09.2017 | Hpa-an — Thaton— Kyaikhtio | Bago Regional corridor
— Bago transportation
23.09.2017 | Bago Bago Urban trade, production and
| tourism in the corridor
24.09.2017 | Bago — Yangon - Return (Yangon/Flight} | Synthesis, summary,

evaluation, closing

Participants

15 from Germany: 14 Master students and 1 feader

**? from Thailand, up to 10 participants

**? from Myanmar

German participants

Leader: Prof.Dr.Frauke Kraas
Female students: Annika Fahr, Carolina Kiesel, Sarah Rabe, Annika Seitz, Veronika
Steffens, Hannah Vorkotter, Sarah Ziegler
Male students: Michael Koch, Lukas Nett, Kay Rosenbach, David Riittgers, Robert
Sabelfeld, Stefan Schreinemacher, Tobias Sodekamp
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